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YOUR
CLUB

NEEDS

YOU!
Following the communication regarding the future of the Club which Geoff  Bowles sent out at the beginning of April, 
we have had responses from quite a few people, the general sentiment being that you don’t want the Club to end. 
There have been a few volunteers to take on various positions within the Club – we now have two new Committee 
members, one of them being on the South Coast and the other in Scotland, and we also have someone willing to 
take over administration of the website (both people who currently do this no longer own barchettas).

Bernadette has reported a recent increase in the number of people applying for membership which in part seems to 
have been sparked by the discussion of the future of the Club. As a consequence, the Club looks as though it is in a 
position to continue and membership will NOT be closed to new members as had been mooted in Geoff’s message.

HOWEVER, this is not a reason for you to sit back and be an armchair member and continue to let a few people do 
all the hard work - there is still a lot with which you can help. How about organising a Sunday drive and lunch for 
other owners in your area? Meetings don’t always have to be “region” based, they can be arranged on a county-by-
county basis if you like – you MUST have some favourite roads in your local area where you like to take your 
barchetta for a blast! Or you could write something for the Newsletter, which is just what Megan Pratt has done in 
this issue (see page 6). It doesn’t have to be a lengthy article, so long as it’s of interest to other barchetta owners. 

So come on, get more actively involved in the Club. If you’ve never driven around the countryside with other 
barchettas (no matter how many or few) you don’t know what you’re missing – it’s great fun and always makes 
people smile and enjoy themselves, AND you get to meet some great people too. After all, everyone who owns a 
barchetta is a little bit special aren’t they?

See the “Contacts” section on page 2, and let Geoff, Rosemary or myself know what you can do to help keep the 
Club running and be as successful as it has been for the last six years. 

We look forward to hearing from YOU soon.  
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Sunday 30th May
Scottish Italian Car Day
Craigtoun Country Park, St. Andrews
Organiser: Ewen Brown
ewenx19@ukonline.co.uk

Sunday 6th June
Italian Car Festival
Stanford Hall, Near Lutterworth, Leics.
www.auto-italia.co.uk

Sunday 20th June
East Anglia Meeting - Cambridge
Organiser: Ian Barnett
ianbuk@ntlworld.com

Friday 2nd – Sunday 4th July

2004 UK International Meeting

BOOKINGS ARE STILL BEING
ACCEPTED FOR THIS MEETING!

FOR AVAILABILITY, e-mail

rosemary.kind@virgin.net

Sunday 15th August
Chilterns Meeting
Organisers: Geoff & Bernadette Bowles
geoff@bowles.force9.co.uk

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th August
Callander Classic Weekend
Ben Ledi Park, Callander, Stirlingshire
Organiser: Ewen Brown
ewenx19@ukonline.co.uk
www.callanderclassic.com

Sunday 12th September
South East Meeting
Organisers: David & Vicki Gwilliam 
davadog@hotmail.com

Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th September
Scottish Classic/Performance Car Show 
Royal Highland Showground, Edinburgh 
Organiser: Ewen Brown
ewenx19@ukonline.co.uk
www.scottishclassicperformance.co.uk

Sunday 3rd October
Autumn Italian Car Day
Brooklands, Near Weybridge, Surrey
www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Sunday 17th October
Midlands Meeting
Organisers: Nick Anderson & Rachel Cole
nick.anderson@dsl.pipex.com

Other meetings will be notified in the newsletter and 
on the website as and when we hear about them.

Chairman Geoff Bowles
geoff@bowles.force9.co.uk

Treasurer Rosemary Kind
rosemary.kind@virgin.net

Merchandise David Gwilliam     
davadog@hotmail.com

Website Nick Anderson     
nick.anderson@dsl.pipex.com

Website & Ian Barnett
Tech Pages ianbuk@ntlworld.com
Membership Bernadette Bowles     

39 New Road
Great Kingshill
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire
HP15 6DR
(e-mail - use Geoff’s, above)

Newsletter Steve Auty
steveauty@aol.com
20 Melford Drive
Macclesfield
Cheshire
SK10 2TW

Deadline for content for the September 
2004 Newsletter is 31st July 2004. 

• Visit the barchetta World Club site for up to date
International Meeting calendars, other national  
Owners Clubs, and much more at

www.fiatbarchetta.com

• For the latest information on the activities of the
UK Club, visit  www.fiatbarchetta.com/club/uk

• For help with technical projects on the barchetta, 
refer to  www.fiatbarchetta.com/btech

• Join the UK or International e-mail discussion  
groups.

Go to  www.groups.yahoo.com and choose
“Cars” under the “Recreation and Sport” heading.

Follow “Makes and Models” then “Fiat”, and you will 
find options on how to join either or both discussion 
groups.
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Sunday 20th June - East Anglia Meeting

The meeting will start at 10:30am and leave from the car park 
of Tesco's in Milton, just north of Cambridge (Junction 33 of the 
A14). We will meet in the section of the car park next to the 
recycling bins.

There will then be a drive lasting about an hour, through the 
Cambridgeshire countryside taking us to Chilford Hall, where 
we will have lunch. If you wish, you can stay on for a tour of the 
vineyard and winery which starts at 2pm. The tour costs £4.50 
per person and includes a wine tasting session (for those not 
driving of course).

PLEASE email  ianbuk@ntlworld.com if you are intending 
to join this meeting as I need to notify Chilford Hall how many 
people there will be.

Thanks to the enthusiasm of our new Scottish Regional Host, 
Ewen Brown, there are several meetings planned north of the 
border over the next two or three months. For details of all 
these events, email ewenx19@ukonline.co.uk

Sunday 30th May - Scottish Italian Car Day

The annual Scottish gathering of Italian metal has moved to 
Craigtoun Country Park at St. Andrews. We will be joining 
forces with the Scottish Region of The X1/9 Owners Club for 
the day.

Rendezvous 10:30am at Kinross Services, Junction 6 M90.

Sunday in June – Date to be confirmed

I would like to put together a scenic drive one Sunday in June 
for Scottish barchetta enthusiasts. This will start from Bothwell
Services, M74 before making our way to Loch Lomond Shores 
in Balloch. A pit stop for sights and refreshments before 
heading towards the Trossachs and some of the best driving 
roads anywhere in the U.K. I hope to return to Glasgow for a 
meal at the Trattoria Trevi in Great Western Road. Anyone 
interested please get in touch and I will hammer out a specific 
date that suits everyone.

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th August 
Callander Classic Weekend

The superb picturesque Ben Ledi Park in open countryside and 
within five minutes walk from the centre of Callander is the 
home of the Callander Classic Weekend. If you would like to 
attend I will require your details by mid August.

Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th September 
Scottish Classic & Performance Car Show

At the Royal Highland Showground, Ingliston, Edinburgh. 
This is the Scottish version of the annual classic car show held
at the NEC in Birmingham. For this event we require two cars 
for an indoor stand over the weekend which is perfect for 
advertising the club. Free entrance tickets for those who can 
donate a car for either or both days. 

2000 V reg barchetta

Red with black leather interior and black hood
Original 19-spoke alloys; electric windows and mirrors 
Driver’s airbag; front fog lamps; CD player/cassette 

Full service history     12 months MOT
One owner from new

11,500 km (7,200 miles)
Call  023 9275 2575  or 07973 221033      (Portsmouth)
or email  i.austin@orange.net

1998 R reg barchetta

Silver with tan leather interior 

Very good condition

39,000 miles
£3,995 ovno

Call  0208 400 2780  or 07931 819272

1997 R reg barchetta

Silver with red mohair roof (only 6 months old) 
Front fog lamps; alloys; electric windows; CD player 
Stainless steel exhaust
Full Fiat service history     
12 months MOT, 5 months Tax

88,000 miles
£4,250 ono

Call  01933 413779 or 07702 423059

1996 barchetta
Red with cream leather interior 
Leather gear knob and black leather steering wheel; split alloys; 
electric windows; stereo; stainless steel exhaust by DTR   
Recently serviced   12 months MOT 

Only 33,000 miles
£4,500          Beautiful car, house move forces reluctant sale. 

Call Mark on 01507 578366  or  07814 242992          
or e-mail him at   mark4@wanadoo.co.uk

barchetta steel wheels
Full set of hardly worn steel 
wheels with centre pieces as 
well as all the nuts and bolts. 

ONLY £50!
Cheaper than refurbishing 
your originals!

Northampton local pick-up only
Call Ross on 07966 782547
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1998 S reg barchetta LE
Silver with red leather interior and red hood
Thatcham approved alarm/immobiliser; windstop; luggage rack
Full service history with all paperwork and receipts 

One owner from new  Genuine reluctant sale 
Stunning example and ready for the summer! 

41,000 miles
£6,250
Telephone  07979 757524 after 6pm

1998 S reg barchetta LE
Silver with red leather interior and red hood 
UK specification, all usual LE extras
New variator and cambelt 

Full Fiat service history
Tax to November 2004, MOT December 2004 
Two owners from new                 Excellent condition throughout 

32,000 miles 
£5,695 ono
Contact Perry on 07732 805561 (Essex)

1998 S reg barchetta LE
Silver with red leather interior and red hood 
Rare UK supplied car, all usual LE extras

Full service history   11 months warranty remaining
New timing belt and variator fitted at recent full service
Tax and MOT to August 2004
Two owners from new                 Excellent condition

43,000 miles 
£6,250 ono
Contact Derek on 01259 752194 or 07801 442064
or email derek.mcintyre@tiscali.co.uk

2003 barchetta Milano
Elisir Blue with black leather interior

ABS; alloys; electric pack; windstop; CD player

New cambelt and tyres
Recent major service

23,000 miles
£10,995
email sumitd9@hotmail.com

2001 51 reg barchetta Milano
Jag Blue with red leather interior including handbrake gaiter 
Red hood and blue colour coded hardtop 

One owner from new, with full Fiat service history 
Lowered Eiback springs by DTR and strut brace fitted 
All electric features with remote central locking 
Can provide CD player 

22,000 miles
£8,650
Dino_Laudato@hotmail.com or call  07879 694287

1995/96 N reg barchetta
Silver with black leather interior and black hood
Front fog lights; electric windows and mirrors; alloys; CD Player 

Good service history; recently serviced
New variator and cambelt by DTR
New shocks; 2 new tyres; new rear window       
6 months Tax & MOT 

84,500 km (52,500 miles)
£4,200 ono
Call Mick on 07802 275094 (Kent)
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If you have any queries about any of the items, 
or if you wish to place an order, please e-mail

barchettamerchandise@hotmail.com

or write to

UK barchetta Club Merchandise
C/o 71 Ashwood Road
Potters Bar 
Hertfordshire
EN6 2PH

Please specify your requirements, sizes, 
your address and most importantly your 
membership number in order to qualify for the 
members discount. You will receive a reply 
confirming your order. 

All cheques should be made payable to 
“UK barchetta Owners Club”.

Fleece
Screen Stars brand
embroidered with the 
UK Owners Club logo.

Sizes:         Medium, Large
Colours:     Black only
Prices:        £20 members

£25 non-members
Postage:     £2

Polo Shirt
Screen Stars brand
embroidered with the 
UK Owners Club logo.

Sizes:         Medium, Large, Extra Large
Colours:     Black only
Prices:        £10 members

£15 non-members
Postage:     £2

Baseball Cap
Embroidered with the UK Owners 
Club logo. Top-down tested well 
beyond the speed limit!

Sizes:         One-size fits all
Colours:     Black only
Prices:        £5   members

£10 non-members
Postage:     £1

Tax Disc Holder
Made of anodised aluminium, supplied with a mini 
Allen key and spare adhesive pads.

Manufacturers RRP - £15.95

Prices:        £10 members
£15 non-members

Postage:     £1

Umbrellas

Eight panel umbrella with alternating 
coloured and white panels bearing 
the UK Owners Club logo. 

Available in Red, Yellow, Royal Blue 
(all approx. 83 cm long when folded) 
and Black (approx. 102 cm long when 
folded).

Price: £5   members
£10 non-members

Postage: Price on application

NEW!

Pen (refillable)

Price: £1.75 members
£2      non-members

Postage: £1
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Me and my

My previous cars had been a rust-bucket of a Fiesta and a Peugeot 106 that didn’t like hills. 
The barchetta was my husband Roddy’s idea because it was unusual, fun, and affordable. Not that 
I needed much convincing!

The little b has a rather interesting history. It started off as a Fiat press car, being registered in 
August 1995.  I really don’t like the thought that the likes of Clarkson and Needell have thrashed it,
but there is undeniable evidence that they have - the car was used as part of a Top Gear magazine 

article in 1997 and there are pictures of them driving it. 

We had thought this was the full extent of its modelling work until the AutoItalia day at Brooklands 
in summer 2002. There we were, waiting to go onto the track, when two marshals looked at the car and 
started laughing. I was thinking “Oh hell, what’s fallen off now?”, when they said to us “We drove that 
car to Belgium!”. It turned out that the marshals were AutoItalia editor Phil Ward and one of his 
colleagues, and they had used the car for an AutoItalia feature in 1996. Nothing had fallen off, they’d 
just recognised the number plate!

Being terrified of anything even remotely technical 
and also believing the barchetta to be pretty much 
perfect as it is, I haven’t done much to it. The steel 
wheels were replaced last year with simple alloys at 
Demon Tweeks in Wrexham (excellent place by the 
way) and Roddy put in the KSM windstop, which has 
made a big difference.

Living in a rural part of the country means there 
are lots of lovely quiet roads to drive on – wildlife, 
tractors and stray flocks of sheep permitting. 
Even winter driving is fun, although the car remains 
mud-coloured for much of the year. A favourite

outing is to The Bird On The Rock Tearoom near Ludlow (see photo, below). Some home-made lemon 
cake and organic Darjeeling tea is perfect after a great drive in the barchetta.

If other members think there'd be any interest, I'd happily arrange a meeting around south 
Shropshire/Herefordshire – you can contact me at meganpj@yahoo.com. Abergavenny is another great 
area for barchetta driving that I know well - we once came nose to nose with a Belgian Jaguar car club 
(there must have been about 50 cars) driving through narrow hill roads. All the E-type drivers and 
passengers waved madly and grinned at us, while the XKR owners barely acknowledged our presence!

Occasionally I have moments of thinking that 
the barchetta isn’t a practical car and maybe 
now is the time to have a Fiat Coupé, but 
I soon come to my senses, usually just by 
looking at the barchetta. A Honda S2000 is 
probably the only car that I can see replacing 
my beloved b, and that won’t be for some 
time. Besides, the barchetta isn’t destined to 
become a classic - it’s already there!

See you out on the roads, enjoying the 
summer sunshine – hopefully!

Megan Pratt
Demon Tweeks   01978 664466 www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

The Bird On The Rock Tearoom, 
Abcott, Clungunford, near Ludlow, Shropshire   01588 660631   www.birdontherock.com 



Northwest Meeting (Cheshire) – Sunday 16th May 2004

Five teams took up the Cheshire Treasure Hunt challenge on a gloriously hot 
sunny day - sadly Anneka Rice, Annabelle Croft and Suzi Perry didn’t have the 
courtesy to turn up. Answers to 100 questions (with 200 points at stake) were 
to be found in a total of 10 villages local to Macclesfield and Congleton, with a 
maximum time of 2½ hours allowed, after which time penalties came into play.

Before they could set off each team had to work out which villages they had to 
visit in order to solve the clues. It was their decision which villages to visit and 
which was the best route between them. After about half an hour of head 
scratching and poring over their OS maps, they raced off within an interval of 
ten minutes - sticking to the speed limit of course!

Of the five teams taking part, four were in silver cars - the fifth was red - so the 
inhabitants of several villages must have been suffering from a strong sense of 
déja-vu as the participants slowly drove by looking for answers.

All teams arrived safely at the end point for lunch without having to resort to the 
“suicide envelope” (yet more penalties if they had!), but three of the five teams 
did incur time penalties. The winners were Rosemary and Chris (“Fix” I can 
hear you all shouting) with an absolutely awesome score of 160 points. They 
visited all but one of the villages, which I had thought would be very difficult to 
do in the time allowed, so goodness knows what speed Rosemary must have 
been doing around some of Cheshire’s back-roads! Runners-up were Sharon 
and Mark, in the only non-silver car, with a score of 116 points reduced to 96 
(if I remember correctly) by time penalties.

Many thanks to those who took part (Rosemary & Chris, Paul & Helen, 
Paul & Jo, Sofia & Geoff, Sharon & Mark), which made all the effort of 
setting up the Treasure Hunt worthwhile. 

If people are interested I may hold the same event again next year – but those 
who did it this year may have to be handicapped if they turned up again!

Reports and Photos by Steve Auty

Midlands Meeting (Northampton) – Sunday 25th April 2004

How do you drive 50 miles in 90 minutes without really getting anywhere? 
Simple – take part in a local barchetta meeting! Let me explain …..

By 10:30 on this overcast but very warm Sunday morning, fourteen barchettas 
and their drivers and passengers (plus one honorary barchetta aka an orange 
Citroen Pluriel belonging to Ian Barnett!) had congregated in the car park of 
the recently rebuilt northbound Northampton (formerly Rothersthorpe) Services 
on the M1, much to the curiosity of other drivers. Unlike some other meetings 
I’ve taken part in, silver was not the dominant colour, and the convoy would be 
made up of 2 blue, 3 silver, 3 yellow, 3 black and, amazingly, 3 orange 
barchettas. We set off, top-down of course, with a sheet of printed directions in 
case anyone became separated from the main convoy, to begin our circuit of 
Northampton.

We drove through some typical English villages – Blisworth, Stoke Bruerne, 
Hartwell, Horton, Castle Ashby, Whiston, Earls Barton, Mears Ashby, Sywell –
all the while attracting smiles and waves from oncoming drivers, before our 
fleet of little boats took to the water at Pitsford Reservoir (well, the road goes 
straight across the reservoir!). Not far now, through Brixworth, Creaton, 
Ravensthorpe and East Haddon onto the A428 passing the gates of Althorp, 
home of the Spencer family, to our final destination and lunch at the Dusty Fox 
in Harlestone, only about five miles from our starting point! We all enjoyed a 
wonderful alfresco lunch which was promptly served considering that the place 
was packed with people enjoying the by now very warm sunny afternoon.

Many thanks to Rosemary for organising this lovely drive.
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How’s this for a cracking shot of a barchetta in action?  Thanks to Peter Yeo for providing this great image.


